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APPLICANT 
SERIAL NO. 
FILED 
FOR 

GROUP ART UNIT 
EXAMINER 



Victor B. LORTZ 
09/208,064 
December 9, 1998 

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR INTEGRATING AND 
CONTROLLING AUDIO/VIDEO DEVICES 

2711 

Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui 



Mail Stop Petition 

Commissioner of Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.137(b) 
TO REVIVE PATENT APPLICATION ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALLY 

SIR: 

Applicant filed a Petition to Revive on August 24, 2004. A copy of that Petition is 
attached as Exhibit A. On May 17, 2005, the Commission dismissed the Petition (a copy of 
which is enclosed as Exhibit B). The Applicant respectfully resubmits its petition in accordance 
with the instructions in the dismissal. 

As stated in Applicant's initial petition, an Office Action and a Notice of Abandonment 
were mailed to an old address of Applicant's representative, and were thus not received. When it 
was discovered that the application may have been abandoned, the undersigned immediately 
contacted Examiner Bui to inquire as to the status of the case on August 4, 2004. When it was 
learned that an Office Action had been previously mailed to the old address, the undersigned 
requested that the Examiner send a copy of the Office Action to the undersigned's present 
address. 



06/07/2005 HBIZUHES 00000094 110600 
01 FC:U53 1500.00 DA 



Serial No.: 09/208,064 

Petition to Revive dated June 6, 2005 



A copy of the Office Action 




lediately received, and so Applicant filed the 



Petition of Exhibit A on August 24, 2004. Since Applicant did not have a copy of the Office 
Action, an RCE was filed instead (Exhibit C). 

Instead of sending a copy of the Office Action, the Examiner mailed out the Office 
Action on August 30, 2004 (Exhibit D). Applicant filed a response to this Office Action on 
December 28, 2004 and alerted the Examiner to the status of the August 24 th petition. A copy of 
the response is attached as Exhibit E. 

The Commissioner's dismissal states that the RCE was an inappropriate reply to the non- 
final Office Action. As stated above, Applicant did not have a copy of the Office Action when it 
had filed its Petition. Applicant respectfully submits that the enclosed response of Exhibit E, 
satisfies the requirements of the rules. 

As seen from the above, the entire delay in filing the required reply from the due date for 
the reply until the filing of a grantable petition pursuant to 35 CFR 1.137(b) was unintentional. 

The petition fee for revival of an unintentionally abandoned patent application pursuant 
to 37 C.F.R. §1.17(m) is $1,500.00. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional 
fees or credit any overpayments to Kenyon & Kenyon Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned to discuss any matter regarding his 



KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005-1257 
Tel: (202) 220-4200 
Fax: (202)220-4201 



petition. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: June 6, 2005 




Shawn W. O'Dowd 
Registration No. 34,687 



DCl-571651 
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PETITION UNDER 37 C.F.R. 1.137(b) 
TO REVIVE PATENT APPLICATION ABANDONED UNINTENTIONALLY 



SIR: 

Applicants respectfully request revival of the above-identified patent application as permitted 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.137(b). The above-identified application became abandoned for failure to timely 
respond to an Office Action mailed on January 4, 2001 . The Notice of Abandonment was mailed on 
December 18, 2001 . Both the Office Action and the Notice of Abandonment were mailed to an old 
address of Applicant's representative, and were thus not received. 



The delay that resulted in the abandonment of the above-identified application was 
unintentional. The Petition is accompanied by a Request for Continued Examination and a Request for 
Change of Correspondence Address. 



1 j BEST AVAILABLE COPY ) 



The petition fee for revival of an unintentionally abandoned patent application pursuant to 37 
C.F.R. §1.17(m) is $1,330.00. The Commissioner is authorized to charge the above fees to Kenyon 
& Kenyon Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600. 



The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned to discuss any matter regarding his petition. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date: August 24. 2004 

Shawn W. O'Dowd 
Registration No. 34,687 

KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, D.C. 20005-1257 
Tel: (202) 220-4200 
Fax: (202) 220-4201 
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Application 
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Gommissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



Application Number 



Filing ;Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/208,064 



December 9, 1 998 



Victor B. LORTZ 



2711 



Oanh Bui Kieu 
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Please change the Correspondence Address for the above-identified patent application to: 
[ [ Customer Number : 



23838 



OR 



Firm or 



Individual Name 



Shawn W. O'Dowd 



Address 



Kenyon & Kenyon 



Address 



1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 



City 



Washington 



State 



D.C. 



Zip 



20005-1257 



Country 



USA 



Telephone 



(202) 220-4200 



Fax 



(202) 220-4201 



This form cannot be used to change the data associated with a Customer Number. To change the 
data associated with an existing Customer Number use "Request for Customer Number Data 
Change" (PTO/SB/124). 



I am the: 



I I Applicant/Inventor 

I I Assignee of record of the entire interest. 

— Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is enclosed. (Form PTO/SB/96). 

| | Attorney or Agent of record. Registration Number 34,687 



□ Registered practitioner named in the application transmittal letter in an application without an 
executed oath or declaration. See 37 CFR 1.33(a)(1). Registration Number 



g" P """ d Shawn W. O'Dowd 



Signature 



Oate 



August 24, 2004 



Telephone ^Q2) 220-4200 



NOTE: Signatures of all the inventors or assignees of record of the entire interest or their representative(s) are required. Submit multiple 
forms if more than one signature is required, see below*. 



□ 'Total Of _ 



forms are submitted. 



This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO 
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete, including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wilt vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2. 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 



Commissioner for Patents 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

www.uspto.gov 



JOHN C. ALTMILLER 
KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K STREET NW 
SUITE 700 

WASHINGTON, DC 20005-1257 



COPY MAILED 

MAY 1 7 2005 
OFFICE OF PETITIONS 



In re Application of 
Victor B. Lortz 
Application No. 09/208,064 



ON PETITION 



Filed: December 9, 1998 
Attorney Docket No. 22 07-6018 



This is a decision on the petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b), filed 
August 24, 2004, to revive the above-identified application. 

The petition is DISMISSED. 

Any request for reconsideration of this decision must be submitted 
within TWO (2) MONTHS from the mail date of this decision. 
Extensions of time under 37 CFR 1.136(a) are permitted. The 
reconsideration request should include a cover letter entitled 
''Renewed Petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b)." This is not a final agency 
action within the meaning of 5 U.S.C. § 704. 

A grantable petition under 37 CFR 1.137(b) must be accompanied by: 
(1) the required reply, unless previously filed; (2) the petition fee 
as set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (m); (3) a statement that the entire delay 
in filing the required reply from the due date for the reply until 
the filing of a grantable petition pursuant to 37 CFR 1.137(b) was 
unintentional; and (4) any terminal disclaimer (and fee as set a forth 
in 37 CFR 1.20(d)) required by 37 CFR 1.137(c) . Where there is a 
question as to whether either the abandonment or the delay in filing 
a petition under 37 CFR 1.137 was unintentional, the Commissioner may 
require additional information. See MPEP 711 . 03 (c) (III) (C) and (D) . 
The instant petition lacks item (3) above. 

This application became abandoned for failure to timely reply to the 
non- final Office action mailed January 4, 2001, which set a three 
month shortened statutory period for reply. No extensions of time 
having been obtained pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a), 
the date of abandonment of this application is April 5, 2001. A 
Notice of Abandonment was mailed on December 18, 2001. 

Petitioner states that failure to timely reply was due to non-receipt 
of the January 4, 2001 Office action, as well as the Notice of 
Abandonment. As this application has been abandoned for an 



Application No. 09/208,064 



Page 2 



inordinate period of time, the statement of unintentional delay must 
track the language set forth in 37 CFR 1.137(b) (3); i.e., "the entire 
delay in filing the required reply from the due date for the reply 
until the filing of a grantable petition pursuant to 37 CFR 1.137(b) 
was unintentional . " 

Further, , as this application became abandoned for failure to reply to 
a non-final Office action, the filing of a request for continued 
examination (RCE) under 37 CFR 1.114 was improper, as such a request 
can only be filed where prosecution has been closed. Accordingly, 
the RCE will not be processed and the fee submitted therefor will be 
credited. to petitioner's deposit account in due course. 

Additionally, extensions of time under 37 CFR 1.136 are available 
only if asked for "prior to or with the response." In no case, 
however, may an applicant respond later than the maximum time period 
set by statute. Accordingly, if the question of abandonment arises 
when the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136 can no longer be used, then the 
application is abandoned when the unextended time for response 
expired. Therefore, no extension fees are due on a petition for 
revival. In view thereof, the extension of time fee submitted with 
the petition is unnecessary and will be refunded to petitioner's 
deposit account as authorized. 

Further correspondence with respect to this matter should be addressed 
as follows : 



Mail Stop PETITIONS 
Commissioner for Patents 
Post Office Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Customer Service Window 
Mail Stop Petitions 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
1 The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

( z) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, 
or on an international application by another who has fulfilled the requirements of 
paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 3710 of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

2. Claims 1, 8, 13-14, 22, and 26-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Miyahara (U.S. Patent No. 5,699,052). 

Regarding claims 1 and 16, Miyahara discloses a method and a set of instructions residing 
on a storage medium capable of being executed on a processor to implement the method for 
controlling at least two audio/video ("A/V") devices to render a desired content (Figs. 1-2 and 
col. 2/lines 14-35), comprising constructing a filter graph of at least two A/V devices as a 
function of a connection topology of at least two A/V devices and desired content, i.e., a 
constructive table shows the connection topology of at least two A/V devices and its desired 
content (Fig. 4a and col. 3/lines 53-61); and controlling at least two A/V devices via filter graph 
to render desired content on one of at least two A/V devices, i.e., based on the table, the selecting 
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step of at least two A/V devices can be performed using the A/V selector (Figs. 1, 3 & 5 and col. 
3/lines 1-22). 

As for claims 8 and 22, the step of "wherein said desired content is determined as a 
function of a user input" is taught by Miyahara as Miyahara reveals that the user can select object 
A/V system from the menu (Figs. 6a-6c and Fig. 7). / 

With respect to claims 13 and 26, Miyahara suggests the step of "validating said filter 
graph as a function of said connection topology" by providing the reproduction routine check 
(Fig. 8). 

As for claims 14 and 27, Miyahara discloses "wherein the processor controls said at least 
two devices via a command transmission device", i.e., a CPU 13 controls the command 
transmission a plurality of A/V devices (Fig. 2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
3. The following is a quotation of 35 U. S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 
rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole 
would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary 
skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived 
by the manner in which the invention was made. 



) 
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4. Claims 2-7, 12, 17-21, 25 and 28-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Miyahara (U.S. Patent No. 5,699,052) in view of Laubach et al. (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,081,533). 

Regarding claims 2-3 and 17-18, Miyahara does not clearly mention to include "wherein 
constructing said filter graph includes: connecting at least two device filters corresponding to said 
at least two A/V devices" and "wherein each of said at least two device filters includes 
predetermined characteristics of a corresponding one of said at least two A/V devices"; however, 
the technique of using a device filter or more with predetermined characteristics of a 
corresponding one of the at least two device filters in order to provide a filter table or a filter 
graph of connected devices to a control system is taught by Laubach (Laubach, Fig. 3/item 319, 
and col. 7/lines 14-33). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify Miyahara's system with Laubach' s disclosed 
technique in using device filters in order to select and discard the wanted or unwanted 
information, respectively. The motivation for doing this is either to filter out unwanted 
information or to sort out information data sources as desired. 

As for claims 4-5 and 19-20, in further view of claims 2-3 above, Laubach suggests the 
steps of "wherein said predetermined characteristics of each of said at least two device filters 
includes at least one of an input pin and an output pin", i.e., as the filter 3 10 has an input port 
from element 307 and an output port to element 3 1 1, and the filter 3 19 has an input port from 
element 31 1 and an output port to element 321 (Laubach, Fig. 3) and "wherein said at least two 
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device filters are connected by connecting said at least one of said input pin and said output pin of 
one of said at least two device filters to said at least one of said input pin and said output pin of 
the other one of said at least two device filters" (Fig. 3/via Port 2). 

With respect to claim 6, in view of claims 2-3 above, Miyahara further discloses "wherein 
said predetermined characteristics of each of said at least two device filters includes a media type, 
and wherein said filter graph is constructed as a further function of said media type of at least one 
of said at least two device filters" as Miyahara reveals the media types of A/V devices on the filter 
graph or filter table (see Miyahara, Fig. 4a with VCR type or TV type). 

Regarding claims 7, 12, 21 and 25, Laubach further inherently suggests "wherein said 
predetermined characteristics of each of said at least two device filters includes a location, and 
wherein said filter graph is constructed as a further function of said location of at least one of said 
at least two device filters" and "determining a user location, wherein said filter graph is 
constructed as a further function of said user location" because the filter table shows device 
number and terminal number (Fig. 4a & b), a user easily realizes where those devices are located 
since he is the one who sets them up to where as he prefers. 

Regarding claim 28-30, these system claims are rejected for the reasons given in the scope 
of claims 1-8 and 12-15 as already disclosed above (and as below for claim 15). 
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5. Claims 9-11 and 23-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Miyahara (U.S. Patent No. 5,699,052) in view of Kimura et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,247,580). 

Regarding claims 9-1 1 and 23-24, Miyahara does not disclose "wherein said user input is a 
verbal command, the method further comprising: determining said rendered content as a function 
of said verbal command"; "determining a desired activity as a function of said verbal command, 
wherein said filter graph is constructed as a further function of said desired activity" and 
"determining a target device as a function of said verbal command, wherein said target device 
indicates which of said at least two A/V devices renders said desired content" as claimed; 
however, the technique using a verbal command to operate a target device is taught by Kimura as 
Kimura teaches a voice-operated remote control system that can recognize the verbal command of 
human voice and operates an A/V system (see Kimura, col. 1/lines 13-34; and col.l/line 58-col. 
2/line 3 1). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Miyahara' s system with Kimura's disclosed voice-operated remote 
control system in order to obtain an enhanced A/V control system with verbal commands from a 
distance to operate the A/V system for selecting or switching target devices as desired. 

6. Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Miyahara (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,699,052). 

With respect to claim 15, Miyahara does not clearly to mention "wherein said command 
transmission device includes at least one of a serial cable, an infrared transmitter and a radio 
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frequency transmitter"; however, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is well-known in the 
art that one can easily use a serial cable as means for cable connection and an infrared and a RF 
transmitter as means for wireless connection between the control device and 
A/V devices as claimed. There is no restriction in how the two mentioned devices to inter- 
connect either in cable connection means or in wireless connection means. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Miyahara's system with the additional step of "wherein said command transmission device 
includes at least one of a serial cable, an infrared transmitter and a radio frequency transmitter" as 
preferred choices to interconnect the control system and the A/V devices. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Hirosawa et al (US Patent 5,202,989) disclose control method for a computer network system. 
Yashiro (US Patent 5,418,527) discloses a remote control system for audio/video system. 
Tanaka et al. (US Patent 5,420,573) disclose an audio-visual system with 2-way communication. 
Florin et al. (US Patent 5,583,560) disclose a method and apparatus for audio-visual interface for 
the selective display of listing information on a display. 
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8. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
or faxed to: 

(703) 308-6306 or (703) 308-6296, (for formal communications intended for 
entry) 

Or: 

(703) 308-5399, (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"). 



9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Krista Kieu-Oanh Bui whose telephone number is (703) 305-0095. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 9:00 AM to 6:00 PM, with 
alternate Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Andrew Faile, can be reached on (703) 305-4380. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-4700. 




Krista Bui 
Art Unit 2611 
December 19, 2000 
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AMENDMENT & PETITION FOR 1-MONTH EXTENSION OF TIME 

Dear Sir: 

The following amendments and remarks are responsive to the Office Action dated August 
30, 2004 and are filed within the three-month shortened statutory period during which to respond 
thereto expiring on November 30, 2004, having been extended to December 30, 2004, by 
payment of the requisite fee of $120.00 for a Petition for Extension of Time under recently 
enacted Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2005 (H.R. 4818) and 37 CFR §1. 136(a). The 
Commissioner is authorized to charge any additional fees or credit any overpayment in 
connection with this paper to Deposit Account No. 1 1 -0600. 

Accordingly, please amend the application as follows: 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper. 
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IN THE CLAIMS : 

The following are currently pending claims 1-30. (All claims listed). 



What Is Claimed Is : 

(Original) 1. A method for controlling at least two audio/video ("A/V M ) devices to render a 
desired content, comprising: 

constructing a filter graph of said at least two A/V devices as a function of a connection 
topology of said at least two A/V devices and said desired content; and 

controlling said at least two A/V devices via said filter graph to render said desired 
content on one of said at least two A/V devices. 

(Original) 2. The method according to claim 1, wherein constructing said filter graph includes: 
connecting at least two device filters corresponding to said at least two A/V devices. 

(Original) 3. The method according to claim 2, wherein each of said at least two device filters 
includes predetermined characteristics of a corresponding one of said at least two A/V devices. 

(Original) 4. The method according to claim 3, wherein said predetermined characteristics of 
each of said at least two device filters includes at least one of an input pin and an output pin. 

(Original) 5. The method according to claim 4, wherein said at least two device filters are 
connected by connecting said at least one of said input pin and said output pin of one of said at 
least two device filters to said at least one of said input pin and said output pin of the other one of 
said at least two device filters. 

(Original) 6. The method according to claim 3, wherein said predetermined characteristics of 
each of said at least two device filters includes a media type, and wherein said filter graph is 
constructed as a further function of said media type of at least one of said at least two device 
filters. 
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(Original) 7. The method according to claim 3, wherein said predetermined characteristics of 
each of said at least two device filters includes a location, and wherein said filter graph is 
constructed as a further function of said location of at least one of said at least two device filters. 

(Original) 8. The method according to claim 1, wherein said desired content is determined as a 
function of a user input. 

(Original) 9. The method according to claim 8, wherein said user input is a verbal command, the 
method further comprising: 

determining said rendered content as a function of said verbal command. 

(Original) 10. The method according to claim 9, further comprising: 

determining a desired activity as a function of said verbal command, 

wherein said filter graph is constructed as a further function of said desired activity. 

(Original) 1 1. The method according to claim 9, further comprising: 

determining a target device as a function of said verbal command, 

wherein said target device indicates which of said at least two A/V devices renders said 

desired content. 

(Original) 12. The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 
determining a user location, 

wherein said filter graph is constructed as a further function of said user location. 

(Original) 13. The method according to claim 1, further comprising: 

validating said filter graph as a function of said connection topology. 

(Original) 14. The method according to claim 1, wherein the processor controls said at least two 
A/V devices via a command transmission device. 

(Original) 15. The method according to claim 1, wherein said command transmission device 
includes at least one of a serial cable, an infrared transmitter and a radio frequency transmitter. 

(Original) 16. A set of instructions residing on a storage medium, said set of instructions capable 
of being executed on a processor to implement a method for controlling at least two A/V devices 
to render a desired content, the method comprising: 
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constructing a filter graph of said at least two A/V devices as a function of a connection 
topology of said at least two A/V devices and said desired content, and 

controlling said at least two A/V devices via said filter graph to render said desired 
content on one of said at least two A/V devices. 

(Original) 17. The set of instructions according to claim 16, wherein constructing said filter 
graph includes: 

connecting at least two device filters corresponding to said at least two A/V devices. 

(Original) 18. The set of instructions according to claim 17, wherein each of said at least two 
device filters includes predetermined characteristics of a corresponding one of said at least two 
A/V devices. 

(Original) 19. The set of instructions according to claim 1 8, wherein said predetermined 
characteristics of each of said at least two device filters includes at least one of an input pin and 
an output pin. 

(Original) 20. The set of instructions according to claim 19, wherein said at least two device 
filters are connected by connecting said at least one of said input pin and said output pin of one 
of said at least two device filters to said at least one of said input pin and said output pin of the 
other one of said at least two device filters. 

(Original) 21 . The set of instructions according to claim 1 8, wherein said predetermined 
characteristics of each of said at least two device filters includes a location, and wherein said 
filter graph is constructed as a further function of said location of at least one of said at least two 
device filters. 

(Original) 22. The set of instructions according to claim 16, wherein said desired content is 
determined as a function of a user input. 

(Original) 23. The set of instructions according to claim 16, wherein said user input is a verbal 
command, wherein said processor further determines said rendered content as a function of said 
verbal command. 
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(Original) 24. The set of instructions according to claim 22, said processor further determining a 
desired activity as a function of said verbal command, wherein said filter graph is constructed as 
a further function of said desired activity. 

(Original) 25. The set of instructions according to claim 16, said processor further determining a 
user location, wherein said filter graph is constructed as a further function of said user location. 

(Original) 26. The set of instructions according to claim 16, said processor further validating 
said filter graph as a function of said connection topology. 

(Original) 27. The set of instructions according to claim 16, wherein said processor controls said 
at least two A/V devices via a command transmission device. 

(Original) 28. A system for controlling at least two A/V devices to render a desired content, 
comprising: 

a processor; 

a storage device coupled to said processor; and 

a command transmission device coupled to said processor and said at least two A/V 
devices, 

wherein said processor constructs a filter graph of said at least two A/V devices as a 
function of a connection topology of said at least two A/V devices and said desired content, and 
wherein said processor controls said at least two A/V devices via said filter graph to render said 
desired content on one of said at least two A/V devices. 

(Original) 29. The system according to claim 28, wherein said command transmission device 
includes at least one of a serial cable, an infrared transmitter and a radio frequency transmitter. 

(Original) 30. The system according to claim 28, further comprising a communication device 
coupled to said processor. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 1-30 remain in the application. At the outset, it is noted that PTO records indicate 
that present application was abandoned. Applicant had filed a petition on August 24, 2004 to 
address this situation. In the interim, Examiner Bui re-mailed the Office Action on August 30, 
2004. Though Applicant submits this document in response to the Office Action, a decision on 
its petition has not been received. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 102 

Claims 1, 8, 13-14, 16, 22, and 26-27 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,699,052 to Miyahara (hereinafter, "Miyahara"). 

Miyahara discloses a plurality of A/V devices connected to a control system having 
device information memory and connection information memory. Miyahara col. 2, lines 15-21. 
Upon execution of the routines, the system determines the source device and the rendering 
device, prompting the user to select devices when necessary. Miyahara col. 3, lines 34-49, Figs. 
7 - 9b. However, once a device is determined, any commands are immediately executed on the 
device. Col. 3, lines 40-44, col. 4, lines 13-16. Under Miyahara, each device in the rendering 
process is immediately given commands in accordance with the options selected by the user via 
the user interface. This can be problematic for controlling a multitude of A/V devices, where the 
state of each device may change based on topology and operation. Further, certain advantages 
do not exist in controlling A/V devices according to this iterative process. 

As to claims 1 and 16, Miyahara does not disclose constructing a filter graph based on at 
least two A/V devices as a function of topology, nor does Miyahara disclose controlling the A/V 
devices via the filter graph. A filter is a software object that performs certain tasks required to 



DC01 530900 vl 



Page 6 of 10 



Serial No. 09/208,064 ( ' . Lortz At( JDkt: 02207 / 6018 

process multimedia data. Application p. 3, lines 15-16. Each multimedia device has a 
corresponding filter that contains device specific information, such as the input and output pins 
corresponding to the device topology. The filter graph is constructed by connecting various 
filters together via their respective pins. Application p. 3, lines 19-20. Once the filter graph is 
constructed, a filter graph manager issues certain generic commands to the filter graph, and then 
each filter within the filter graph receives appropriate commands for carrying out the generic 
commands. Subsequently, each corresponding filter can then decide how to translate the filter 
graph manager's commands into device-specific commands. Application p. 10, lines 6-11. 

The advantages of using a filter graph become apparent when considering how intricately 
complex various audio/video systems have become, even for the average consumer. By 
constructing a filter graph, the present embodiment facilitates the user only needing to issue high 
level commands, without knowledge of specific system devices or their corresponding 
commands. Each filter within the filter graph becomes responsible for managing and issuing 
commands to its corresponding device. The user by issuing a single command, can control a 
multitude of devices to carry out the specified task. 

Miyahara does not disclose constructing a filter graph. Miyahara discloses an iterative 
process of selecting the device and immediately carrying out commands issued from the CPU. 
Fig. 8, S19, Col. 3, lines 40-45. Once commands are issued, the system does not disclose 
retention of commands in a filter graph. By constructing a filter graph to use for execution, the 
present embodiment facilitates better control over more devices and more complex devices. For 
instance, in constructing the filter graph, the system connects the necessary pins and notifies the 
device filters of the connections. This gives the respective device filters an opportunity to 
negotiate their connections. Application p. 10, lines 7-10. In one example, issuing a command 
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to play a DVD on a certain television might require powering on both devices and signaling the 
television to change to the appropriate input connection (for instance many televisions might 
have multiple RCA connection inputs, or S-Video inputs, or composite video inputs). If 
particular television stations or content is desired, in one embodiment of the present invention, 
the system might have to negotiate connections between a satellite dish or cable box and 
television and set appropriate channels for each device. 

Further, device filters can contain necessary information about their connections that are 
necessary for carrying out various activities. In this way, a device filter can tell the processor if 
additional connections are necessary. For instance, in one of the previous examples, if the DVD 
is connected to the television via the S-Video input, this connection inherently carries only a 
video signal. Therefore, the television filter may notify the processor that the DVD needs to 
connect one of its audio pins to a stereo system input. Thus, the system can add the filter for the 
stereo system to the filter graph, and then issue appropriate commands to connect the pins 
between the DVD and the stereo system. Application p.9, lines 14-20. 

Filter graphs also present advantages for integrity checking. Upon parsing any command 
issued by the user, the system will determine the source and target devices. Application, p. 8, 
lines 6-16. After constructing the filter graph, and determining that no further devices need be 
added, the filter graph can verify that the rendering device (the last device filter in the chain of 
connections) corresponds to the anticipated target device. Application, p. 9, lines 23-29. 
Further, filter graphs allow the system prior to execution, to verify that no device filters are in 
use or in conflict with the desired activity. Connections between devices can be verified, and 
conflicting uses can be resolved. In one embodiment, if the device filter contains optional time 
fields, to issue for instance a record command to a VCR, DVR, or DVD-R, the system might 
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check the device filter prior to issuing the record command to verify that the device is not 
presently recording something else (an action which would hinder recording on a VCR, though 
not necessarily a DVR or DVD-R). 

Miyahara does not disclose constructing a filter graph and executing commands based on 
the filter graph. Hence, claims 1 and 16 are allowable over the art cited by the Examiner. 

Claims 8 and 13-14 depend from allowable claim 1, claims 22 and 26-27 depend from 
allowable claim 16. These claims consequently contain all the limitations of claims 1 and 16 
respectively. Hence claims 8, 13-14, 22, and 26-27 are also allowable. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C. § 103 

Pending claims 2-7, 12, 17-21, 25 and 28-30 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Miyahara in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,081,533 to Laubach et al 
("Laubach"). Claim 2-7 and 12 depend from patentable claim 1, and claims 17-21 and 25 
depend from patentable claim 16. Miyahara does not disclose the use or construction of filter 
graphs to allow negotiation between devices and control and integrity checking of device 
connections and control over devices. Laubach discloses use of a filter table to route packets 
over a network using address resolution protocol (ARP) requests. Filter tables are commonly 
used in the art of network routing to determine proper IP address routes for specific packets, and 
to filter out and discard unwanted packets. Laubach Col. 7, lines 14-33. Laubach does not 
disclose the construction and use of a filter graph to control the use of audio/video devices. 
Filter tables used for processing and routing ARP requests are fundamentally different from 
using device filters within a filter graph to control usage and connection of audio/video devices. 
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Laubach fails to remedy the deficiency in Miyahara. Hence claims 2-7, 12, 17-21 and 25 are 
allowable over the cited art. 

As to independent claim 28, Miyahara fails to disclose the construction and use of a filter 
graph to control audio/video devices and Laubach fails to remedy this deficiency. Hence claim 
28 is allowable over the cited art. Claims 29-30 depend from allowable claim 28 and hence are 
also allowable over the cited art for the above stated reasons. 



CONCLUSION 

In view of the above submitted remarks, it is respectfully submitted that all of the claims 
of the present application are allowable over the cited prior art. A Notice of Allowance is 
earnestly solicited. 

The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at (202) 220-4200 to discuss any 

matter concerning this application. The Office is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees 

or credit any overpayments under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or § 1.17 to Deposit Account No. 1 1-0600. 

Respectfully submitted, 
KENYON & KENYON 



Dated: 




Shawn W. O'Dowd 
Reg. No. 34,687 



KENYON & KENYON 
1500 K Street, N.W., Suite 700 
Washington, DC 20005 
(202) 220-4200 telephone 
(202) 220-4201 facsimile 
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